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THE FINE ARTS FORUM  

    Happy Birthday!  Fine Arts Club is 
celebrating 100 years of enriching lives.    How does one send 
birthday wishes to a club that is one hundred years old?  Are 
there greeting cards with birthday sentiments enough for a 
club with hundreds of member?   
 “Wishing you joy on this special day” just are not the 
right words to recognize this significant event.  Rhonda Hoge 
and Rose Gallagher have pondered just what to say and how 
to celebrate to kick off this year of celebrating our 100th 
birthday.  They’ve created a party which promises to bring 
warm memories of the past along with good wishes for the 
next hundred years.   

This is one birthday party you won’t want to miss!  
Please join in the celebration at the Centennial Luncheon on 
Friday, September 30th. 

But that’s not all! Celebrations will continue all year 
long featuring the inspiring work within our Club Sections. 
With eight sections, the range of our member’s interest is 
immense. Each month, a Section will be featured. They will 
offer special programs showcasing their missions.  Please visit 
each Section to learn more about the depth of Fine Arts Club.  
It’s a great way to celebrate. 

A lot happens in the year.  The earth travels all the 
way around the sun and the seasons complete their cycles.  A 
lot happens each year at the Big White House on 4th Street in 
Fargo.   

Join us for a glimpse at this special place that has 
made such an impact on the members of this club for the last 
one hundred years. 

 
HOUSE AND GROUNDS ARE ON TAKING SHAPE 

The piano is tuned, the rugs shampooed, and the 
grounds of the house are ready for another year of events, 
programs and meeting at the Clubhouse. Due to the work of 
Annette Inglsrud, LaVonne Rustad and many volunteers, the 
house and grounds are in fine form.   

It’s an obvious change outdoors, with the tidy new 
landscaping, the lovely new plants and the inviting pavers on 
the north. There is even a new sign greeting passers-by with 
the inspiring message of “100 Years Enriching Lives.”  On the 
north side, you are sure to feel welcomed by the benches and 
flower baskets bursting with color and greenery.   

President’s Message 

Septembe  2011 

Mark Your Calendar 
Sept 30 ....................... Centennial Luncheon 

Oct 2 ............................. Nut Order Deadline 

Oct 17 ............  Drama Centennial Showcase 

Oct 22 ........................................ Bling Bling 

Nov 15 ................. Art Centennial Showcase 

 

 

The Fine Arts Forum is issued to members three times per 
year, in Sept, Nov, and April.  

CENTENNIAL Q & A:  What year did the house 
become the home for the Fine Arts Club? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
B i r t h d ay  G r ee t i n g s  f r o m  

 
W i n i  C h r i s t e n s e n  

 

 



 
BOOK SECTION 

Reading books from each of the past ten 
decades is a way to celebrate Fine Arts Tenth 
Decade.  But we are doing something even more 
festive!  After the discussion on the second 
Tuesday of each month, we’ll sit back and watch 
the movie version of the book!  Check the 
yearbook for titles and schedules. 

 
GARDEN SECTION by Sandy Knoll 

Our May meeting was a plant exchange at the 
club house.  Many perenials and houseplants 
exchanged hands.  A small fee was charged, with 
the proceeds going towards our donation to the 
Botanic Garden Society.  

In June many members made the trip to Levi 
Runions nursery just outside of Sabin, MN. The 
greenhouses were loaded with beautiful blooming 
flowers and we left with many trunkloads. 

Three wonderful gardens were toured in July. 
Char Maas invited us into her garden in south 
Fargo.  As we walked around her house we saw:  
an all-white garden with a splash of silver, an 
area of pinks with purple and a little yellow, a 
shaded garden around back with a deck and 
benches, and on the other side an area with 100 
pots all planted. Mixed in with the flowers were 
cute birdhouses, a butterfly house and fun garden 
accessories.  Char starts many annuals in her 
home with grow lights in the spring--20 to 30 
trays.  Just down the street Char's neighbor 
opened her garden to us and we were very 
impressed with all the unusual flowers and plants 
and the many birdbaths mixed in.  We ended the 
day at the home of our newest member, Lori 
DeRemer and a tour of her garden. Coriopsus, 
black eyed susans, and echinacea were just a few 
of the flowers in her front yard that were all in 
full bloom.  Around to the southside of the house 
was a very healthy vegetable garden.  Tomatoes 
came first, then there were fava beans, black 
beans and kidney beans, next pole beans and 
cages for cukes to climb. We did not see a weed! 
The back yard had two spectacular cherry trees.  
The cherries were the most beautiful red. An 
apple tree, birdfeeders, and many flowers 
rounded out the back yard. We cooled off in Lori's 
home with ice tea and treats.  Our next trip will 
be to the Rainbow Gardens in Mayville, ND. 

 
FINE ARTS CLUB BUDGET 

 
Membership dues provide half of the income of the 

club in the budget.  House-related expenditures make 
up the majority of the club’s expenses, about 90% 

including utilities, maintenance and the house 
manager’s salary.   

Our deposit assets include 2 CDs, a savings 
account and a checking account.  The income from 
the $100,000 Ruth Plath CD (about $3,600 this year) 
is used to supplement our operating budget.  We also 
have a smaller CD and a savings account, collectively 
known as the Lizzie Watson Fund which is used for 
repairs and improvements to the house.  This fund is 
currently about $12,000 and each year, five dollars 
from every member is deposited to the Fund. 
 
Income 
  Membership $11,100 
  Projects  7,000 
  CD Interest 3,600 
  Miscellaneous        500 
    TOTAL $22,200 
 
Expenses 
  Utilities $ 7,450 
  Bldg Maintenance    7,600 
  Employee 5,000 
  Yearbook 800 
  Newsletter 700 
  Other 650 
    TOTAL    $22,200 

 
CENTENNIAL LUNCHEON DETAILS 

The Centennial Celebration and Style Show is 
Friday, September 30th at the Fargo Country 
Club.  The social begins at 11:30 with program 
and luncheon beginning at 12 noon.  Vintage 
fashions and hats from Marie Grieger’s 
collection will be modeled along with styles 
from Sanford Gifts and Coldwater Creek.  
Tickets ($20) may be purchased from each 
section’s Membership Chair or from Membership 
Chairman Gail Monson.  Fashions from the NDSU 
Textile Department’s collection will be on 
display in the hallway at Fargo Country Club, 
including Senator Jocelyn Burdick’s gown that 
she wore to the inauguration of John F. 
Kennedy. 

Past presidents and women who have been 
members for 40 years or longer will be 
honored.  There will be a video presentation of 
the Fine Arts Club from 1911-2011 entitled “100 
Years Enriching Lives.”  All members, past and 
current, and their guests are welcome to 
attend. 

This event is open to the public and 
members are encouraged to invite interested 
guests, family, and friends. 

  

F i n e  A r t s  C l u b  1 9 1 1  -  2 0 1 1  



 

Section News  

  

F i n e  A r t s  C l u b  1 9 1 1  -  2 0 1 1  

Fine Arts Officers 
President: Wini Christensen 

1st VP: Rose Gallagher 

2nd VP: Donna Hageman, Wanda Christensen 

3rd VP: Annette Ingulsrud, Luanna Kennelly 

4th VP: Ruth Morton, Natasha Neihart 

Recording Secretary: Donna Nelson 

Treasurer: Joni Bertel 

Membership: Gail Monson 

Historian: Gloria Holloway 

 Past President:  Joanne Drenkow 

 

NUT SALE KICKOFF 
 
Loved by members who bake and 
eat healthy snacks, the annual Nut 
Sale, our traditional fund raiser, 
starts now.  The envelope in this 
newsletter is placed for your 
convenience to order for yourself 
or for gifts.   

 
 

More envelopes are available to 
share with friends and relatives.  
Tell them our supplier sends us the 
FRESHEST nuts available. They are 
shipped directly to us from 
California.   
 
CENTENNIAL Q & A:  When did this 
fund raiser begin and who was the 
project chair? 
 

 
 

BLING BLING SHOWCASE 
 

October 22 
10 am to 4 pm 

 
Building upon the success of 
previous Bling Bling events, Donna 
Hageman and her Project’s team 
have secured many jewelry and 
handbag artisans for this year’s 
sale. 
 
Once again, coffee and desserts 
will be available for the five dollar 
admissions. Members may buy 
their tickets in advance and are 
encouraged to attend the event. 

 
 

THANK YOU THANK YOU 
Thank you to all volunteers who 
helped with the spring Bargain and 
Book Sale!  Last year we made 
over $4500.  Members may drop off 
household items and books 
throughout the year in preparation 
for the next sale in April 2012. 
 

CENTENNIAL LUNCHEON CONTINUED  
Among the honored guests are these women who have 
been members of Fine Arts for 40 years or more… 

Marion Brown  40 
Libby Bushell  40 
Gwen Pitsenbarger  40 
Joan Tillotson   40 
Bette Vandersteen  41 
Marlene Ames   43 
Phyllis Barth   43 
Gerry Kennedy   43 
Norma Younggren   44 
Joyce Engan  45 
Elsie Pitsenbarger   50 
Earlyne Hector   51 
Betty Koshnick   54 
Eunice Jones   55 
Ima Dinusson   61 
Barb Sornsin   61 
Millie Arneson   65 
Jocie Burdick   67 

 
CHRISTMAS TREE LOAN 
The Clubhouse is looking to borrow a few good 
artificial Christmas trees in November.  The house 
has been chosen for the annual Christmas tour of 
homes sponsored by an NDSU sorority.  Northern 
Home will be doing the decorating.  If you would 

share your tree, please give Winnie Stadter a call. 

 
CENTENNIAL HISTORY MOMENTS 
 
Spring 1911 Fargo Amateur Music Club elected Elmadine 

Thompson as president who merged it into a new 
organization 

 
September 18, 1911 Fine Arts Club was organized with five 

sections: Music, Quill, Drama, Art, & Social Economics 
 
December 2, 1911 First meeting was held with 85 active 

members and 25 associate members 
 
1913 Home Economics Section organized 
 
1914-1916Young Woman’s Section was part of Fine Arts 
 
1916 Clubhouse was built by Fechler family & given to 
Fargo College in 1920 for Music Conservatory 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Join in celebrating Fine Arts Club 
 
Membership dues provide half of the income of 
the club in the 2008-2009 budget.  Projects will 
contribute about 32% which is less than last year 
because most of the cookbook sales were made in 
the previous fiscal year.  The budget assumes that 
all remaining cookbooks will be sold this year, 
bringing about $1,000 into the 2008-2009 budget.   
House-related expenditures make up the majority 
of the club’s expenses, about 90% including 
utilities, maintenance and the house manager’s 
salary.   
 
Our deposit assets include 2 CDs, a savings 
account and a checking account.  The income 
from the $100,000 Ruth Plath CD (about $3,600 
this year) is used to supplement our operating 
budget.  We also have a smaller CD and a savings 
account, collectively known as the Lizzie Watson 
Fund which is used for repairs and improvements 
to the house.  This fund is currently about 
$12,000.  Each year, five dollars of your 
membership dues is deposited to the Lizzie 
Watson Fund. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

Membership Luncheon & Fashion Show 
 

Friday, September 30, 2011    11:30 am 
Fargo Country Club 

 
Fashions by 

Coldwater Creek, Sanford Gifts, and Vintage by Marie Grieger 
 

Recognition of Past Presidents and Members of over 40 years 
Program including pictures from archives of last 100 years 

Produced by Rhonda Hoge and Rose Gallagher 

 
Tickets are available from members of each Section.  

hosted by members of the Board of Directors 

  


