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One hundred years ago this fall, Mrs. Frank Thompson assumed the 

presidency of the newly organized Fine Arts Club. From its humble 

beginning in 1911, the club has grown to eight sections with 245 

members.  If Elmadine Thompson could visit the Fine Arts Clubhouse 

today, I think she would be very proud.  

Do you think she would have found such willing workers in her day?  

I am continually impressed with the can-do attitude of all our members.  

We are off to a fantastic start in celebrating this centennial year.  Thanks 

to Rose Gallagher, Rhonda Hoge, Gail Monson and their committee 

for all the months of planning the lovely luncheon in September.  Next 

was Bling-Bling with many members stepping up to help make it a 

successful and enjoyable fundraiser under the direction of Project Chairs 

Donna Hageman and Wanda Christensen. 

I hope all of you were able to see our house decorated so lovely by 

Northern Home Furniture for the Alpha Gam Homes for the Holiday 

Tour.  Thanks to Winnie Stadter for coordinating this!  It was a great 

article in the Forum featuring the clubhouse.   

Another group of busy members under the direction of Sheryl 

McIntyre  have packaged the nut orders.  And if you have been to the 

house in the last few days, you will see that the new windows are being 

installed.  Thanks to Annette Ingulsrud, Luanna Kennelly and the 

House committee for getting this huge project underway. 

Yes, I think Elmadine would be proud and pleased that her club has 

existed in such fine fashion for 100 years, with plans to continue to 

enrich lives. Times are changing and so is FAC.  The club has played an 

integral role in home and family life in the last century.  What has not 

changed is our focus on learning, philanthropy, enrichment and 

community service. 

I do believe Elmadine Thompson would be pleased.  

Thank you for your support of the club and for participating in these 

celebratory events.  

 
CENTENNIAL HISTORY MOMENTS (1917-1930) 
 
1917 Art Section reorganized with 16 members and Drama Section urged 

Fargo School Board to build an auditorium & stage in Central High  
 
1922 Literature Section organized  
 

1923 First Winter Carnival  

Presidentõs Message 

November  2011  

Mark Your Calendar  
Now! ....................... Your nut order is ready 

Nov 15 ................ Art  Centennial Showcase 

Dec 7 .......................... Holiday Open House 

Jan 5 ................. Book Centennial Showcase 

Feb 22 .......... History  Centennial Showcase 

 

The Fine Arts Forum is issued to members three times per 
year, in Sept, Nov,  and April.   

 
1925 Joined the Federation of Womenõs Clubs 
 
1926 History and Sports Sections organized 

 
November 5, 1930 Watson Hall of Fargo College was 

gifted by Lizzie Watson in memory of her 
husband, John 

 
ART by Carol Padden 

Centennial fun fact: In 1911 the Mona Lisa was 
stolen from the Louvre (it was recovered i n 1913). 

What is a licensed counselor and art therapist?  We 

learned from Ashley Stielow who is the only one in North 

Dakota. She works with adults and children down to 7 years 

of age.  She brought a collection of client produced artworks 

that is used as a communication tool. She may ask a client to 

draw a specific wish or feeling. The series of single drawings 

provide a tangible puzzle for them to decipher together. 

Handmade puppets of animals, a duck, and human images 

were intriguing samples. Children often felt more comfortable 

when "the duck" made difficult statements for 

them.  Expressive writings and rap poetry become acceptable 

ways to reveal and explore anger and fears. We all view 

works of art and wonder about the artist's thoughts, intended 

message, even color choices.  Ashley takes those ideas to a 

therapeutic professional level. 

    Our centennial program speaker is Professor Donald 

Miller, UND Dept. of Art and Design. He will discuss UND 

Pottery. Did you know the Fine Arts Club owns a piece of 

Margaret Cable Pottery? Consider joining us Nov 15th at 

1pm. Please call hostess Betty Fiemann 236-6419 or Maureen 

Batterberry 236-9203 in advance if you would like to join us.  

 
BOOK 

Centennial fun fact: In 1911  the New York 
Public Library on 5 th  Avenue in New York was 
dedicated by President Taft.  

Can you recall a favorite teacher?  That is just what 

Barb Johnson asked each of us as we reviewed the 

book from the 1930ôs, Goodbye, Mr. Chips.  From 

grade school and country school, Latin to math to 

 
 W i n i  C h r i s t e n s e n,  

d o i n g  h e r  i m p e r s o na t i o n  o f  
E l m a d i n e  T h o m p s o n,  

f o u n d e r  a n d  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  
o f  F i n e  A r t s  C l u b  

 

 



music, we fondly recalled the teachers who made an 

impact in our lives. 

Our centennial showcase event is coming soon when 

we discuss The Childrenôs Blizzard by David Laskin.  

Joining us will be Scott Olson, Concordia professor and 

personal friend of the author. Please join us on either the 

5th or 10th of January.  

 
CREATIVE LIVING by Nadine Anderson 

Centennial fun fact: In 1911  cellophane was 
invented and the first home refrigerator was made 
by GE. 

   We have again had some wonderful programs this 

fall that have truly enlightened all of uséJohn Manesis, a 

local poet, Melissa Sobolik with the Great Plains Food 

Bank speaking about the Backpack Buddies'program, and 

Stephenie Engel, owner of Sydney's Health Market 

discussed gluten free dining.  

Our section took a fieldtrip to the Hjemkomst Center 

to view the Quilt National display.  The quilts came from 

various states and countries - it was obvious they were 

made by extremely artistic, patient, and sensitive 

people.  We were awed by the detail and creativity of the 

quilters, including our own Clare Degerness who 

contributed to the quilt ñPeriodic Table in Fabric.ò 

After the presentation on Backpack Buddies, 

members in attendance were very supportive and 

collected $432 and gave to the program.  This money will 

provide over 600 snacks to school age children in the FM 

area to ensure they don't go hungry over the weekends.  

DRAMA 
Centennial fun fact: In 1911 the Helen Hayes 

Theater opened in New York City.  

 
GARDEN by Sandy Knoll 

Centennial fun fact: In 1911 the ND wheat cro p 
was expected to produce 8  bushels per acre. 

Our last meeting of the year was held at the 

Clubhouse for the annual potluck.  The garden vegetables 

to be used this year were onions, peppers and 

tomatoes.  Some very delicious dishes were served.  We 

enjoyed baked onions, stuffed tomatoes, wild rice with 

tomatoes, peppers and onions, Tabbouleh, Greek salad, 

quinoa and black bean salad, tomato Gazpacho salad, 

salsa, and bruschetta.  We will meet again in March. 

 
HISTORY 

Centennial fun fact: In 1911 the ND state flag 
was designed and women in California were 
granted the right to vote.  

Coming in December, Gloria Holloway  will present 

at look at sports and entertainment in the 60ôs.  In 

particular, the Rome Olympics where a young Cassis 

Clay won a gold medal and Wilma Rudolph won our 

hearts. Our attention is on the decade of the 60ôs but we 

celebrated three of birthdays of the 90ôs this month! 

 
INVESTMENT 

Centennial fun fact: In 1911 the Supreme Court 
declared Standard Oil to be a monopoly under the 
Antitrust Act and ordered it to break up into 34 
independent companies (Exxon and Mobil were the 
largest.) 

SPORTS AND GAMES by Anne Koski 
Centennial fun fact: In 1911 the first 

Indianapolis 500 was run. 

Congratulations to Annette Ingulsrud for a game 

high 225 in bowling! With five teams and twelve weeks 

our sport is an equal chance for conversations and 

friendships to grow. January is a great season to sign up 

to get in a league. 

Arlene Gran is sidelined this year due to shoulder 

problems, but we send good cheer for her recovery.  We 

also send greetings and thanks to Norma Younggren 

who seems to be a walking dictionary for her legendary 

scrabble games! 

 

F i n e  A r t s  C l u b  1 9 1 1  -  2 0 1 1  

Pictured below are 40 year members :  Joan Tillotson, Libby Bushell, Gwen Pitsenbarger, Norma Younggren,  

Marlene Ames, Eunice Jones, and Joyce Engan 



 

Section News  

  
  

 
 

 

F i n e  A r t s  C l u b  1 9 1 1  -  2 0 1 1  

 

THE SEASON OF GIVING 
Following the tradition of giving during 

the holiday season, Sports and Games 

Section invites all club members to support 

their gift giving to the children of the 

Nokomis Child Care Center.  We have 35 

childrenôs names this year and want to 

provide an age appropriate, special gift from 

Fine Arts. 

Please contact a Sports Section member 

for additional information or send your 

donation to Rhonda Hoge. 

 
 

DUES ARE DUE 
Please submit your dues to your section 

treasurer.   

 

 
 

THANK YOU THANK YOU 
Bling Bling Showcase was successfully 

held October 22nd.  There were 12 vendors 

displaying their jewelry, purses, scarfs, and 

ñbling.ò  The artists seemed pleased with 

the show and visitors enjoyed coffee and 

desserts.    Proceeds from the sale were 

$1,500. 

  

 Donna Hageman and Wanda Christensen, 

extend thanks to:  Dallas Boatright  and Pat 

McCabe for capably managing the food 

service; Mona Arnold  who was there 

wherever she was needed; Rose Gallagher 

for providing the historical perspective from 

previous showcases; to the projects team for 

selling tickets and signing up the 

volunteers; to the volunteers for set up, and 

working at the showcase; to the members 

who brought all the beautiful desserts, pies, 

and rolls.   Thank you to each and every 

one. 

 
 

ARTS PARTNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITY 

 

As a long-standing member of The Arts 

Partnership, the Fine Arts Club has the 

opportunity to support this 

organization. Visit Barnes and Noble 

Booksellers on Tuesday, December 

13th and purchase books, movies, CDs and 

even coffee. A percentage of sales will be 

donated to TAP. Special entertainment and 

book signings will make it a special day. 

Vouchers are printed in the ArtsPulse 

publication and are available at the 

clubhouse.   

 

A Look at the Fall Luncheon & Style Show 

 
 Jane Nissen Joanne Drenkow 

 

Fashions from Yester-Year 

            
 Clare Degerness guest models Emma McIntyre 

 

    
 Centerpieces Natasha Neihart Phyllis Boatman Ima Dinusson 

 

 
Count them!  Twelve Past Presidents! 

More than 220 people joined us for the Fine Arts Club 

Centennial Luncheon.  The celebration included a video 

history of the club, vintage hats as the table centerpieces, 

and a style show of fashions throughout the decades. 

We honored past presidents and were happy to 

recognize members of 40 years. 

It was a day to reflect on the impact of the last hundred 

years.  Your membership has made a tremendous difference. 


